
the 7th

SICKLE CELL IN FOCUS 
conference

PROGRAMME
An intensive, two and a half day educational conference held to highlight and discuss emerging clinical 
complications and management of sickle cell disease. 

The clinical and scientific lectures are aimed at consultants, trainee doctors and other healthcare 
professionals involved in the care of patients with the disease and academic researchers interested in red 
cell disorders. It attracts local, national and international guest speakers and delegates.
EHA-CME ACCREDITION IN PROGRESS

Programme Director: 
Swee Lay Thein
Professor of Molecular Haematology, King’s College London
Consultant Haematologist, King’s College Hospital NHS Foundation Trust

King’s College London, Denmark Hil l  campus, London SE5 9RJ 

6 - 8 June 2013

www.ststn.co.uk/scif2013



PROGRAMME OF EVENTS
Thursday 24 May 2012

Please note, all details are subject to change at short notice

PROGRAMME
Thursday 6 June 2013
All lectures held in the Wolfson Lecture Theatre, Ground Floor, Weston Education Centre

SESSION 1		  SICKLE CELL DISEASE IN ADULTS

09:30 - 10:00		  Sickle cell disease in adults: a global health problem
			   Sir David Weatherall, Weatherall Institute of Molecular Medicine, UK

10:00 - 10:30		  Health maintenance in adults with sickle cell disease: a UK perspective
			   Jo Howard, Guy’s & St. Thomas’ NHS Foundation Trust, UK

SESSION 2		  evolving concepts and emerging therapies

10:30 - 11:00		  Fetal haemoglobin: genetics to molecular mechanisms to targeted therapy
			   Swee Lay Thein, King’s College London / King’s College Hospital NHS Foundation Trust, UK

11:00  - 11:30		  Mid-morning break

			   evolving concepts and emerging therapies (continued)
11:30 - 12:00		  Biomarkers in sickle cell disease
			   David Rees, King’s College London / King’s College Hospital NHS Foundation Trust, UK

12:00 - 12:30		  Update on clinical trials
			   Carolyn Hoppe, Children’s Hospital Oakland, USA	

12:30 - 13:00		  Globin gene transfer for the treatment of the hemoglobinopathies
			   Michel Sadelain, Sloan-Kettering Institute, USA

13:00 - 14:00		  Buffet lunch  (James Black Centre foyer)

SESSION 3		  Mini-Symposium: Sickle Hepatopathy

14:00 – 14:30		  Liver imaging: how useful is it?
			   Pauline Kane, King’s College Hospital NHS Foundation Trust, UK

14:30 - 15:00	 	 Liver pathology
			   Alberto Quaglia, King’s College Hospital NHS Foundation Trust, UK
		
15:00 - 15:30		  Liver complications
			   Abid Suddle, King’s College Hospital NHS Foundation Trust, UK

15:30 - 16:00	 	 Afternoon break

SESSION 4		  Debate: Is it justified to perform bone marrow transplant in sickle cell anaemia using 		
			   unrelated and/or partially mismatched donors?

16:00 – 16:30	 	 Yes
			   John Tisdale, National Institute of Health, USA

16:30 – 17:00		  No
			   Miguel Abboud, American University of Beirut Medical Center, Lebanon

17:00 - 17:30	 	 Discussion 

17:30 – 18:30		  Day one close and network drinks (James Black Centre foyer)



SESSION 1 		  Complications in adults with sickle cell disease 

09:30 – 10:00		  Avascular necrosis
			   Marcus Bankes, Guy’s & St. Thomas’ NHS Foundation Trust, UK

10:00 – 10:30		  Leg ulcers
			   Richard Bull, Homerton University Hospital / Barts and the London, UK

10:30 – 11:00		  Ophthalmologic complications
			   Sobha Sivaprasad, King’s College Hospital NHS Foundation Trust, UK

11:00 – 11:30		  Mid-morning break 

SESSION 2 		  Impact of New Technology in Sickle Cell Disease

11:30 – 12:00		  Reproductive option:  pre-implantation genetic diagnosis
			   Tarek El Touhky, Guy’s & St. Thomas’ NHS Foundation Trust, UK
	  	
12:00 - 12:30		  Current and future trends in prenatal diagnosis in sickle cell disease
			   Barnaby Clark, King’s College Hospital NHS Foundation Trust, UK

12:30 – 13:00		  Personalised medicine: a reality for sickle cell disease?
			   Martin Steinberg, Boston University School of Medicine, USA

13:00 - 14:00		  Lunch (James Black Centre foyer)

SESSION 3		  Complications in adults with sickle cell disease

14:00 – 14:30		  The many facets of priapism
			   Nick Watkin, St. George’s Hospital, UK

14:30 – 15:00		  Renal complications
			   Claire Sharpe, King’s College London / King’s College Hospital NHS Foundation Trust, UK

15:00 – 15:30		  Free oral session (case presentations)

15:30– 16:00		  Afternoon break 

SESSION 4		  Mini-Symposium: Vascular Pathobiology

16:00 – 16:30		  Vascular pathology in sickle cell disease
			   Paul Frenette, Albert Einstein College of Medicine, USA

16:30 – 17:00		  Modelling of microvascular occlusion using microfluidic technology
			   Wilbur Lam, Emory University School of Medicine, USA 
	
17:00 – 17:30		  Pulmonary hypertension	
			   Gerald Simonneau, Hôpital Antoine Béclère, France 

17:30 – 18:10		  Cerebrovascular disease in adults with sickle cell disease
			   Elliot Vichinsky, Children’s Hospital Oakland, USA	

18:10			   Day two close

Please note, all details are subject to change at short notice

PROGRAMME
Friday 7June 2013
All lectures held in the Wolfson Lecture Theatre, Ground Floor, Weston Education Centre



PROGRAMME
Saturday 8 June 2013
All lectures held in the Wolfson Lecture Theatre, Ground Floor, Weston Education Centre

SESSION 1	

09:30 – 10:00		  The many pathophysiologies of sickle cell disease: six blind men and the elephant
			   Abdullah Kutlar, Medical College Georgia, USA

10:00 – 10:30		  Blood transfusion and alloimmunisation
			   Marilyn Telen, Duke University Medical Center, USA

10:30 – 11:00		  Free oral session (case presentations)

11:00 – 11:30		  Mid-morning break 

SESSION 2		  Debate: Blood Transfusion Therapy in Sickle Cell Disease: Should We Be Doing More?

11:30 – 12:00		  Yes
			   John Porter, University College London Hospitals, UK

12:00 – 12:30		  No
			   Graham Serjeant, Sickle Cell Trust, Jamaica

12:30 – 13:00		  Discussion	

13:00 			   Conference Close

HOW TO REGISTER:
Online registration at the King’s College London eStore: http://tinyurl.com/scif2013

REGISTRATION FEES:

Full conference rate
Industry / Private Sector: £500

Consultants / Public Sector / Charities: £250

Trainee / Student: £175

Two days:
Industry / Private Sector: £450

Consultants / Public Sector / Charities: £200

Trainee / Student: £150

One day:
Industry / Private Sector: £300

Consultants / Public Sector / Charities: £150

Trainee / Student: £100 www.ststn.co.uk/scif2013



What is South Thames Sickle Cell & Thalassamia Network?

STSTN  is a haemoglobinopathy 

collaboration led by Consultant 

Haematologists and Paediatricians 

from King’s College Hospital, Evelina 

Children’s Hospital and Guy’s and St. 

Thomas’ Hospital.

Our goal is to improve the patient 

experience by offering better treatment 

outcomes for people with sickle cell 

disease and thalassaemia.

The map above right shows the hospitals in the region we cover.  More information can be found on our website: www.ststn.co.uk

How to get here:
King’s College Hospital / King’s College London, Denmark 
Hill campus is located in south east London, approximately 11 
minutes by National Rail trains from London Victoria to Denmark 
Hill station. 

A new London Overground service has also begun operating 
that stops at Denmark Hill.

Loughborough Junction station on Coldharbour Lane is also a 
10 minute walk and is served by several National Rail routes.

There are also many buses that serve the area.

It is best to visit the following websites to plan your journey here:
www.nationalrail.co.uk

www.tfl.gov.uk

CONTACT:
Telephone: + 44 (0) 20 7848 5441

Email: info@ststn.co.uk or belle.kelly@kcl.ac.uk

Website: www.ststn.co.uk/scif2013

All lectures take place in the Wolfson Lecture 
Theatre, Weston Education Centre, Cutcombe Road, 
London SE5 9RJ
www.kcl.ac.uk/campuslife/campuses/denmarkhill

With thanks to our supporters:


